Ohl My Aching Back 



Sh ° n Preslaent that little tree in Canada, not wisely 

but so well, he converted a nationwide liability into a status symbol. 

Thousands of uncomfortable, often crippled ordinary folks, . e rhaps 
even larger numbers, suddenly had something besides excrutisting pain. r„ sane 
mysterious way, the* suddenly had a bond with the great. It became almost 
fashionable to walk with a noticable Mil Hat to the port, jpor a while”” ° f ^ 



Plagued with this all-toO-common ailment, I believe, pretended to be in the 

agonizing grip of an attack even when K , 

hen lower backs were completely painless. 

Somehow this provided a bond with the greet. Somehow, the courage of 

the popular leader seemed to rub off a bit on the ordinerysufferer. I believe if 

the late President haa lived to run again there might even have been enough of 

us lower-beck characters to reelect him. *. would have voted for him. 1 believe 

that in our heart of hesrts even the ''oldweterites among us would have secretly 

long for his reelection. For we owed him a great debt, greater than any other 
Americans. 

He made us legal. For the first -tide we were something besides the 
chronic suspects „f the insurance companies, 'rom the time he turned that fateful 

spadeful of earth we could look our fellow man in the eye without imagining we 
read the word "malingered" the re. 

Our great pain was a little more bearable, We were almost as happy as 
Cinderella in a world of no midnights, We had arrived. We were a select company. 
And our pal, our boy, was in the White House. 

we really are a large fraternity. There are millions of us throughout 
the world, be have no color lines, not set barriers, no age limitations. IVe ale 
a universal brotherhood. Within the family or tsn we are probably tbe oldest 




clan. Nature ordained it that way when she made oixr very fulcrum one of She 
weakest parts of our anatony. Some of us are "disks", others "muscles^zaraae or 
"tendons". My first doctor told me I'm a "Secro-iliac." Most likely the most 
numerous of us in the United States are "occupstionals" , of whdm truck drivers 
8 re the ns jority."We have ho "housewives", "doctors" -you name it- we have a 
band of them. 




